=
=
=
=1
=
=
=
=]
F
o
=]
-

—_—

JIAN EHI]MESHI

BADO ACTIVE

HUS"I.ﬂ.I"I HE[IU}'[

- I '|_||
& "l_l.l

A RJI.PII]E PACE

i ,r'lllI AR T TN




& FYI TRAVEL

NV

o

WESTERN HOSPITALITY

Sorrel River Ranch Resort & Spa.

by Cameron Johnson

Location, legend has it, is everything,

Thar’s cerrainly the case when it comes to resorts. Unless you
opt never to leave the room—which, in some places, is definirely an
option—the surrounding environs play as much a part of the experi-
ence as the ic-room amenities.

The Sorrel River Ranch Resort & Spa excels at both. Located
just north of Moab, Utah, it is a four-hour drive from Salr Lake
Ciry, although there is service from the airport in Colorade’s Grand

.luﬂl.'liL')l'l (abc-ut an 80-minute drive) as well as Moab's small airpnrr,

Perched on the banks of the Colorado River, opposite 4 oWering
red cliff and with massive mesas spotting the surrounding landscape,
the 16(-acre property is altogether dramatic. Adding ro the scene
are the impossibly lush green alfalfa fields (made possible by use of
the ranch’s water rights) that emanate out toward the main road and
pravide a buffer for the ranch’s stable of horses. It's a veritable oasis
in the rocky Utah desert.

Rustic-fzee may not be a common term for resores, bur it’s a pretry
apt descriprion of the Sorrel River Ranch, 3 member of the Small
Luxury Hotels of the World. The guesr lodges line the Colorado
River and fearure, as expected, an Old West aesthetic. The rooms
have high, log-bezmed ceilings, and are adorned wirh ranch-themed
decor including horseshoes and anclers. Wooden porches with rock-
ing chairs add to the charm, as does the option of sitring with your
morning cup of eaffee and watching the eddies and churnings of the
Colorado River.

The main lodge includes a casual dining room, a ﬁnc—(lining res-
taurant, and an owtside patio with a view of the river. The seasonal
menus fearure a variety of local ingredients, including some grown

ABOVE: Castle Rock trail ride. RIGHT: Yiew from a Semrel Rver Ranch soa suite, koking cut
aver the Colorado River.

in the resort’s own garden. The hearts of palm salad is a must-try,
and count vourself lacky if the chef has fresh fruit for dessert; the
blackberry shorrcake is divine.

Aside from the requisite relaxation, the property offers all manner
of activities from photography workshops and lectures on the area’s
history with a local archacologist and geclogist to campfires under
the night sky. There’s even an artist-in-residence who gives lessons,
helping guests ereate personal pieces of watercolour art to take home
with them.

As therough as the on-site activities are, the surrounding area also
it. This part of Urah is known for mounrain biking and
off-road AT Ving, but there are also many ways to see the area an your
own two legs. Or on four legs; che Sorrel River Ranch offers a mumber
of horseback riding and hiking trips led by guides well familiar with
the geography and history of the land.

And this, indeed, is the meat and potatoes of 2 trip to the area: juse
geting out in the desert, walking around, raking in the sights. There
is simply no feeling quite like being out in the sun, or perhaps in the
shade of 2 mesa, hearing nothing but the wind and the occasional chirp
ofabird. Trails to the Fisher Towers and Rubil’s Cube rock formations
are hiker favourites, but you could basically set out in any direction
and come across incredible socenery. Guides walk of movie sers hidden
amongst the hills and mesas of the area (the whole area was a favour-
ite Alming location for John Wayne-era Westerns), which would be
an intrigning find, but lock, the whole area resembles a movie set.
Balancing rocks, towering arches, and red soil puncruare the equally
vibrant green grass; some views are so incredible that they look slightly
less than real, more like a mawe painting than 4 real visra,

The nearby Arches National Park is definitely worth a visit, with its
menagerie of add rock formarions; Delicate Arch is the most famous
due o its praminence on the Utah license plate. And the cheerily
named Dead Horse Point Stace Park has 2 view char rivals the Grand
Canyon {which it doubled as during the final scene of the film Thefwa
& Louise).

No matter how much you enjoy the outdoor activities, there will be
a time at the end of rhe day, rhe hot sun sinking roward the horizon,
when you'll be ready to sit on the porch and warch the river flow by.
That the breathraking views of the landscape are matched by the ser-
vice and accommodations at the Sorrel River Ranch says a grear deal
about the resort’s commitment to quality. @

commands a visit




